» Low income, with the threshold for inclusion, based on a three-year average of the level of GNI per capita, which the World Bank defi nes for identifying low-income countries ($992 in 2012) . The graduation threshold is set at a higher level, usually 20 per cent above the inclusion threshold ($1,190 in 2012) .
» Weak human resources as measured by indicators of undernourishment, mortality of children aged fi ve years or under, secondary school enrolment and adult literacy rate.
» High economic vulnerability, measured by population size; remoteness; share of population in low-elevated coastal zones, concentration of goods exported, share of agriculture, forestry and fi sheries in GDP; instability of agricultural production; instability of exports of goods and services; victims of natural disasters.
A country must satisfy all the three criteria to be added to the list of LDCs. In addition, its population must not exceed 75 million. A country under consideration has to give its consent before its status as an LDC is approved by the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and the General Assembly.
What is required to graduate from the list of LDCs?
To cease being an LDC, a country must reach the threshold levels for graduation on at least two of the aforementioned three criteria, or its income per capita must exceed twice the threshold level. The likelihood that the level of income per capita is sustainable must be deemed high. A country graduates three years after the GA notes of the recommendations of the CDP. During this time, the country remains on the LDC list and benefi ts continues receiving special support. A smooth transition strategy is established during this time and implemented after graduation.
What benefi ts do LDCs receive?
The 
What is the Istanbul Programme of Action for LDCs?
Adopted along with the Istanbul Declaration by the Fourth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, in Istanbul, Turkey, 9-13 May 2011, the overarching goal of the Istanbul Programme of Action (IPoA) for the decade 2011-2020 is to overcome structural challenges faced by LDCs in order to eradicate poverty, achieve internationally agreed development goals and enable graduation for LDCs. The IPoA charts out the international community's vision and strategy for the sustainable development of LDCs, with a strong focus on developing their productive capacities.
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Nepalese male garment factory workers ironing clothes before shipping out.
Build productive capacity to make globalization work for LDCs 
